
	

	

English 9003 
Contemporary Theory 

in Literary and Cultural Studies 
Fall 2021 

 
Jan Plug                                                                                             University College 3421 
Phone: (519) 661-2111, ext. 85837                                                       email: jplug@uwo.ca 
Office Hours: Tuesday, 2-3, Thursday 10-12 (or by appointment) 
 
The course meets Tuesdays, 3:30-6:30 in UC 4415 
 

Course Description 
 

This course will provide a survey of contemporary theory and some of its precursors in 
twentieth-century thought. It will focus on a number of distinct though often related critical 
schools or movements, for example, Structuralism, Marxism, Psychoanalysis, Post-
Structuralism, Feminism, New Historicism, Queer Studies, Cultural Studies, and Post-Colonial 
Theory. The readings for the course have been chosen to introduce some of the terms and 
concepts that have become critical touchstones for many scholars in liter eis Jin r tnd 

serve as an introduction to the significant influence that theory has had on the ways in which 
we read and interpret literature and culture; for others it will be a chance to renew and deepen 
their knowledge of particular critics and approaches. Throughout, our goal will be not only to 
provide students with some of the basic methodological tools that they will need in graduate 
studies, but to foster a spirit of self-reflexive inquiry into what we read and how we read it.  
 

Assignments 
 
Final Paper (50% of final grade; due December xx??) 
 
5, 000 words.  The final essay for the course should engage critically with one or more schools 
or theorists on the syllabus or with a theorist or field of theory not covered in class.  Consult 
me before deciding on the topic, in any case, but all the more so if you plan to select a topic not 
covered in class.  The essay might invoke some literary precedents or implications of the 
theory you discuss, but it should not be a reading of a literary text.  Rather, it should attempt to 
read the theory under discussion, to explore its stakes, implications, limits.  I encourage you to 
explore a field you have not taken up in your seminar; should you decide to write further on a 
topic covered in your seminar, however, the final paper must not only expand upon, but 
diverge substantially from, it.  The essay should be thoroughly researched and refer to the 




